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HEALTH STAFF — ASSAULTS AGAINST 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.03 pm]: I rise to update members of the house on the 
measures being taken across our health system to tackle violence and aggression in our public hospitals. The 
measures follow last year’s Stop the Violence summit and the subsequent $11.23 million state government 
commitment to enhance the protection of our health staff and patients. Of this commitment, $6.1 million will be 
made available on a recurrent basis. An early initiative of the state government was a Stop the Violence advertising 
campaign, reminding us of the need to be respectful to healthcare staff. It ran across multiple media platforms from 
last November through to January. Although official figures are not yet in, early indications show the adverts were 
successful in raising public awareness of the issue, with the primary video alone attracting more than 350 000 views. 
Another important inroad has been made in the development of a WA Police Force handover form to streamline 
and improve communication between police and health staff. The forms are currently being piloted at Royal Perth 
Hospital, Fiona Stanley Hospital and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and, if shown to be successful, will be made 
available to all hospitals. We know that alcohol and other drugs are major contributors to violence in our health 
system, which is why $1.24 million of the recurrent funding will be used to increase the number of alcohol and 
other drug clinical liaison positions in our hospitals. Armadale Health Service and Rockingham General, Royal Perth, 
Sir Charles Gairdner and Fiona Stanley hospitals, as well as Joondalup Health Campus and WA Country Health 
Service, are benefiting from this additional specialist support. 
Of the recurrent money, another $3.54 million is currently being allocated to permanently boost security staff and 
enhance CCTV coverage at health facilities across the state. Of the additional funding, $2.8 million in capital and 
$2.1 million in recurrent funding will be spent in regional WA. I now table the details of the regional expenditure 
and locations, including improved security at Bunbury Hospital and Geraldton Regional Hospital and boosting 
recurrent funding at a number of regional sites, such as Hedland Health Campus, Kalgoorlie Health Campus, 
Bunbury Hospital and Busselton Health Campus. There are also improvements at some of our smaller sites, like 
Yalgoo and Mt Magnet, which includes improvements to personal duress and lighting. 
Our hospital staff do an incredible job in caring for the sick and injured. Violence against health professionals 
cannot and must not be tolerated. It is incumbent on all of us to continue to work to reduce the incidents of violence 
and aggression in our hospitals, and support our health professionals, who work tirelessly to support the health and 
wellbeing of our community. 
[See paper 3220.] 
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